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BEST IN SHOW

Here’s the reel deal: Us previews this season’s 
hottest tickets, from sexy lifeguard capers to 

rebooted superhero epics BY JAMIE BLYNN

Nailing Baywatch’s iconic 
slo-mo strut was no sweat 
for Priyanka Chopra. 
Starring in Bollywood 

films since 2001, “I have years 
of experience,” she explains. “We 
really love our slow motion when 
it comes to the introduction of 
girls. There’s a trick to it. You 
kick while you walk.” Tackling 
the villain role came easily too. 
As power-hungry Victoria in the 
remake of the campy ’90s hit, the 
Quantico star faces off against 
elite lifeguards (Dwayne Johnson, 
Zac Efron) as she tries to smuggle 
drugs onto the beach. “It’s such 
a fun spoof!” says the India 
 native, 34. She dives in with Us. 

Growing up outside of the U.S., 
did you watch Baywatch? 
PC I loved the show! Watching 
it was my ritual with my mom. 
I was on the other side of the 
world, so Baywatch stood for the 
quintessential American dream. 
It was what I knew America to 
be. When the script came to me, I 
read it as a fan like, “They better 
not have messed this up!”

Is it fun to be the bad girl?
PC Victoria is so delectable to me! 
She’s always in couture and she 
never gets her hands dirty. But 
she’s not evil just because. She’s 
a woman in a man’s world and 
she has a point to prove. There’s a 
 really amazing scene between Zac 
and me where he goes, “You’re a 
b--ch!” and I turn and say, “Yes, if 
I was a man you’d call me driven.”  

Okay, be honest: Who has 
 better abs, Zac or Dwayne?
PC That is so hard! I have the best 
job in the world because I have 
them both in front of me. I used 
to watch Zac work out and every 
time I would reach for the Chee-
tos. Psychologically I was like, “I 
need to give him some support!”

Baywatch
MAY 25
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Baywatch is the “funniest movie of 

the summer,” raves Dwayne Johnson 

(center, with, from left, costars Kelly 

Rohrbach, Alexandra Daddario, Ilfenesh 

Hadera, Zac Efron and Jon Bass). 
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Step aside, boys. Wonder 
Woman, played by Gal 

Gadot, is here to save the day. 
“We’re living in a very big and 
diverse world,” explains director 
Patty Jenkins. “There should be 
representation of everything. A 
female superhero is great to 
have.” Israeli actress Gadot was 
the perfect, er, gal to lace up the 
iconic bustier because, says 
Jenkins, “she exudes the quali-
ties that are intrinsic to who 
Wonder Woman is historically: 
strength, power, goodness and 
warmth.” Butt-kicking action 
aside, Jenkins also promises a 
“great love story” between the 
Amazon warrior princess and 
American Steve Trevor, played 
by Chris Pine. In this origin 
story, the hunk “brings a huge 
sense of humor,” she continues. 
“Gal is magical and fascinating, 
so we needed a man as great as 
her in his own way to be the 
counterpart. Together, they’re 
total equals and a power duo.” 
Plan bathroom breaks carefully: 
Pine goes shirtless — and 
nearly pantsless — in the flick!

It’s not easy to ignore Matthew 
McConaughey, but Idris Elba 

was up for the challenge. On loca-
tion in South Africa, Elba — his 
character, gunslinger Roland 
 Deschain, battles McConaughey’s 
evil Walter Padick — says, “I avoided 
seeing him.” That is, until the duo 
 finally come face-to-face on screen. 
Adds the actor, “[It] was great for 
the actual chemistry on the film.”

W hile filming the action 
franchise’s latest, Josh 
Duhamel found tran-
quility. “I did a lot of 

yoga,” Duhamel says. “It kept my 
core strong and it was good for 
my head. I’m not sure it’s going to 
make me a more believable army 
colonel, but I haven’t felt this 
limber in years!” The dad of Axl, 3 
(with Fergie), catches Us up.
You sat out the last flick. Good 
to be back as Colonel Lennox? 
JD It felt like I just left! And I was 
more comfortable. I feel like a 
hardened soldier who has years 

under his belt fighting robots. 
They don’t seem as daunting.
Favorite stunt?
JD There’s a scene with a giant 
alien ship coming out of the 
ocean. It looks like all hell is 
breaking loose. We filmed it on 
a lifted platform at a 45-degree 
angle. There was 10,000 gallons 
of water beating against us and 
people flying all over. It was like a 
water park. I loved it! 
Any tips from Mark Wahlberg? 
JD Mark is a solid dude and one 
of the hardest-working guys I’ve 
ever met. [He’s] an inspiration.

In the blockbuster series’ fifth 
installment, Captain Jack 

Sparrow (Johnny Depp) is on the run 
from his nemesis, Captain Salazar 
(Javier Bardem). His only hope for 
survival lies in the Trident of 
 Poseidon. But to find it, he must 
 reluctantly team up with astronomer 
Carina (Kaya Scodelario) and sailor 
Henry (Brenton Thwaites). One 
guarantee: The sloshed pirate is as 
cheeky as ever. Says Depp, “I’m 
allowed to be as irreverent as I want.”

Pirates of the Caribbean: 

Dead Men Tell No Tales
MAY 26

Wonder Woman
JUNE 2

Transformers: 
The Last Knight
JUNE 21

Rough Night
JUNE 16

Dark Tower
AUGUST 4

Life — and death — of the 
party: College best friends 

(played by Zoë Kravitz, Jillian 
Bell, Scarlett Johansson, Ilana 
Glazer and Kate McKinnon) 
 reunite for a bachelorette get-
away . . . and accidentally kill a 
male stripper. “It’s our turn to 
do a film like The Hangover 
where male characters get 
rowdy,” explains Kravitz. 
“Women want to do that too.” 
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There was no way out. 
In 1940, in the midst of 

World War II, 400,000  Allied 
soldiers were trapped on the 
beaches of Dunkirk, France, 
caught between the English 
Channel and the German 
army. “It’s one of the greatest 
stories of all time,” Christo-
pher Nolan, who wrote and 
directed the retelling, says. 
“It’s a suspenseful race 
against time. We bring you 
right there on the beach with 
the boys.” Newcomer Fionn 
Whitehead (right) was his 
first choice to lead the thriller 
as a fresh-faced private. “We 
looked at thousands of peo-
ple,” Nolan tells Us. “Fionn 
stepped in the room and had 
this incredible empathy. He 
has the charisma and ability 
to draw audiences in.”

Jealousy. Lust. Betrayal. When 
a wounded soldier (Colin Farrell) 

seeks refuge at an all-girls school, he 
triggers romantic rivalries among the 
headmistress (Nicole Kidman), a 
teacher (Kirsten Dunst) and a student 
(Elle Fanning). Though it’s set during 
the Civil War, director Sofia Coppola 
insists the gothic is relatable: “Guys 
that are charming but who you prob-
ably shouldn’t trust even though you 
want to? . . . Everyone’s been there.” 

Tom Holland was in for 
a shock. To score envi-

able abs for his role as Peter 
Parker, the Brit relied on 
EMS, a workout that uses 
electronic waves to stimulate 
muscles during exercise. 
“You train but also get elec-
trocuted at the same time,” 
the actor, who worked out at 
London’s Body Shape 
 Studios, tells Us. “It’s crazy! 
But it definitely made me 
ripped, which was the goal.” 
Now, the new objective is re-
laxation. With filming 
wrapped, “I’m just letting go 
and eating whatever I want,” 
reveals Holland. “I love pizza 
and, back home, a good Sun-
day roast with my Granny!”

CARTOON 
TAKEOVER

Spider-Man: Homecoming
JULY 7

The House
JUNE 30

Dunkirk
JULY 21

CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS 
Ed Helms, the voice of 
the titular dim-witted 
hero, insists cast 
members have extensive 
wardrobes. But, “as to 
whether people wore 
only underpants to their 
recording sessions, I’m not 
at liberty to say.” JUNE 2

DESPICABLE ME 3
Bananas! Gru (Steve 
Carell), wife Lucy 
(Kristen Wiig) and 
the Minions must stop 
a washed-up child star 
(Trey Parker) from world 
domination. JUNE 30

CARS 3
When Lightning 
 McQueen (Owen Wilson) 
finds himself outshone 
by the flashy Jackson 
Storm (Armie Hammer), 
he sets out to prove he’s 
still got the drive to win 
on the racetrack. JUNE 16

THE EMOJI MOVIE
Ashamed of his ability 
to show more than one 
emotion, Gene (T.J. 
Miller) journeys in search 
of a way to become like 
everyone else. JULY 28

Valerian and the City  
of a Thousand Planets
JULY 21

Dane DeHaan’s cosmic 
operative Valerian has a perfect 

record. “He’s never failed a mission,” 
DeHaan tells Us of the character, 
charged with maintaining order in the 
28th century. “A lot of that is because 
he is determined and very physically 
gifted. But a lot of it has to do with 
luck as well.” And it seems his good 
fortune may soon run out. In the 
sci-fi adventure, based on a popular 
French comic, Valerian and partner 
Laureline (Cara Delevingne) — “He is 
nothing without her,” says 
DeHaan — have less than 10 hours to 
defeat the mysterious evils working 
to bring down the city of Alpha. 
Hanging in the balance: the welfare of 
the entire galaxy. No biggie, right?  

Bet on a good laugh: After spending their 
 daughter’s college fund, Will Ferrell and Amy 

Poehler’s husband-wife duo open an illegal casino in 
their suburban basement. “Some movies are just 
funny or crazy,” says writer-director Andrew Jay 
 Cohen. “This is that deadly combo of funny and crazy.” 
And while the comedians deliver on screen — “They 
jump off comedy cliffs and magically land on their 
feet” — he adds that the offscreen jokes were endless. 
“You couldn’t sit [around] without being sucked into 
some fun Will-and-Amy debate.”
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The Beguiled
JUNE 23

U S M A G A Z I N E . C O M  |  57 56 U S M A G A Z I N E . C O M  |  57 


