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and jealousy. Meanwhile, the 
two breakout stars learn to 
be careful what they wish 
for. Star-writer-director 
Mike Birbiglia (Trainwreck) 
shows no mercy in pulling 
back the curtain on the cut-
throat comedy scene: When 
Ben Stiller drops by the 
gang’s regular dive bar after 
taking in their show, these 
quick-witted adults make 
fools out of themselves trying 
to impress him. (A Reality 
Bites reference still holds 
up!) What sublime stuff. MR

The most biting comedy of 
the summer has nothing 
to do with talking pets. 
For the members of a 
popular New York improv 
troupe, teamwork is the 
key to crowd-pleasing 
success — that is, until two 
members (played by Keegan 
Michael-Key and Gillian 
Jacobs) get the golden call 
to audition for an iconic Sat-
urday Night Live–like sketch 
show. The group’s camara-
derie suddenly gives way to 
all-too-relatable insecurity 
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 Don’t Think Twice

Keep the lights on: Teresa Palmer 
tells Us why her gig is a real scream

T
eresa Palmer is 
scared of, um, 
herself. While 
watching her 
thriller, Lights Out

(in theaters July 22), “I had 
to cover my eyes,” says the 
Aussie, 30, whose character 
is haunted by a ghost that 
 only appears in the dark. 
“I know how it ends, but I 
was terrified!” The mom of 
Bodhi, 2 — expecting her 
second with actor husband 
Mark Webber this fall — 
spooks Us with more.
Q: How does this differ 
from other horror flicks?
It plays on the innate fear 
of the dark — I slept with 
the lights on until I was 13! 
It’s also a dramatic family 
story, so you blur the lines 
between the movie and life.

Q: What freaked you out 
the most during filming?
Diana, the ghost. We didn’t 
use CGI, so the actress was 
in a black rubber suit with 
straggly hair. It raised hairs 
on my neck. I couldn’t have 
my toddler on set. He’d 
scream and cry.
Q: Scary-movie junkie?
I love anything paranormal- 
related! But I need Mark next 
to me. I have to convince him, 
so I watch his Food Network 
shows first! JAMIE BLYNN
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Palmer 
tells Us she 

“100 percent” 
believes in the 
supernatural.

The troupe perform in 
downtown NYC every 

night — and hold 
down other jobs.
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