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NIKOLAJ’S 
GAME PLAN

S ure, his Game of Thrones character 
pushed a child out of a window, 
slept with his sister Cersei (Lena
Headey) and killed the ruler 

of the seven kingdoms. But Nikolaj
Coster-Waldau, 45, insists Jaime Lan-
nister is relatable. “Even when he does 
horrible things, it’s in the name of love,” 
says the star of HBO’s bloody fantasy 
drama (Sundays at 9 p.m.). “That basic 
emotion is recognizable.” Still grieving the 
death of his daughter, in season 6 Jaime 
must protect what’s left of his family from 
a religious uprising. The Danish dad of 
Filippa, 15, and Safina, 12 (with singer 
wife Nukâka, 45), takes Us to Westeros.

Q: How does his daughter’s death spur 
Jaime’s actions this season?
Tommen is his only child left, so it’s very 
important to keep him alive. It doesn’t 
help that Tommen is king, which makes 
him a walking target!

Q: Is it tough to spend so much time 
on location in Croatia?
All the hotels are right on the ocean. 
After a long day of shooting, you come 
back and just dive in. It’s not bad!

Q: Do you keep up with the books? 
I read the first two, but I stopped be-
cause the show is its own thing. Once 
George [R. R. Martin, the author] is 
done, I can’t wait to read his version.

Q: Do people beg you for spoilers?
I say, “Do you really want to know?” 
and I haven’t heard anyone say yes. 
 Everyone is like, “Ah, no!”

After a long day of shooting, you come 

The actor says he and Headey joke about “weird” sex scenes.
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Coster-Waldau 
(in L.A. Jan. 25, 

2015) calls 
Thrones 

“gut-wrenching 
but truthful.”
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