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Q: What was so special about this 
film that you just had to direct it?
The reason I signed on as an actor 
was also the reason I wanted to direct 
it. Films like this don’t get made 
much anymore. This is a very honest, 
emotional, feel-good movie. There’s 
a lot out there with antiheroes and 
dark worlds. But it’s OK to tell a story 
as important as family. It feels like a 
real family that you can believe in and, 
most importantly, connect to.

Q: Did you have any sleepless nights 
while pulling two jobs on set?
When you choose to direct, it’s a huge 
sacrifice to your family and your 
time. I didn’t foresee going 
to bed any earlier than 3 in 
the morning because there’s 
always something to be done. 
It’s superexciting, but I think 
that’s why people only direct 
movies every once in a while. 
[Laughs.]

Q: Are the Hollars 
like your own 
family?
They’re nothing 
like my family! 
I come from well-
put- together, 
wonderful    peo-
ple. None of 
them are insane 
like the people in 
this movie. But, at the 
same time, I  connected 
to that underlying love. 
Whether you like your 

family or not, they’re still your family. 
With them, you always belong.

Q: How did fatherhood change your 
perspective of your character?
To say it was a different version 
from when I first signed on is the 
 understatement of the year. When we 
went to shoot this, my daughter was 
4½ months old. Playing a character at 
the doorstep of what I had just gone 
through was so moving and emotional 
for me. I could relate to him.

Q: Your character dreads going back 
to his hometown. Do you enjoy it?

There’s something about being 
from Boston, at least for me, 
that makes you feel like there’s 
nowhere else to be from. I don’t 
mean it in a pretentious way. 
There’s a pride to it. Going 

to see a Red Sox game or a 
Patriots game is the most 

fun  because you’re 
surrounded by people 
who are  celebrating 
being from where 
you’re from.

Q: Would you move 
back East to raise 
your family?
We just moved to 
New York for that 
exact reason! As 

soon as we had kids, 
we felt a pull to be 
closer to our families. 

So here we are. We’re 
East Coast! JAMIE BLYNN

J
ohn Krasinski never feared being a parent — until he 
became one. “You don’t want to screw it up,” says the actor, 
who has daughters Hazel, 2, and Violet, 2 months, with 
wife Emily Blunt, 33. “You start thinking, Do I have the 
world figured out enough?” In The Hollars, his character 
returns home to his dysfunctional family and panics about 

his own impending fatherhood. “The anticipation is scary, whether 
you’re prepared or not,” says Krasinski, who also directed the dra-
medy (out August 26). “It’s gone on to be the best experience of my 
life! Through my kids, I get to experience the world all over again.” 
The Massachusetts native, 36, shares fatherly wisdom with Us.
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Southside 
With You

Michelle Robinson was a 
bright second-year associate at 
an upscale Chicago law firm in 
the summer of 1989 when she 
agreed to spend the day with 
a summer-associate co   worker. 
His name: Barack Obama. This 
delightful indie depicts their 
first date, in which the pair 
(played by Parker Sawyers and 
Tika Sumpter) visit a museum, 
attend a community meeting, 
hang at a bar and see the 
racially charged classic Do the 
Right Thing. More interesting 
is a lively conversation that 
veers from flirty (Michelle pulls 
on her date’s ear and calls him 
“Dumbo”) to soulful (Barack 
divulges his tricky relationship 
with his dad). This is the rare 
movie that zeroes in on two 
people just walking and talking 
and opening their hearts to 
the possibility of love. The fact 
that these two people are the 
future POTUS and FLOTUS 
makes the journey all the more 
winning. MARA REINSTEIN
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sacrifice to your family and your 
time. I didn’t foresee going 
to bed any earlier than 3 in 
the morning because there’s 
always something to be done. 
It’s superexciting, but I think 
that’s why people only direct 
movies every once in a while. 

Are the Hollars 

this movie. But, at the 
same time, I  connected 
to that underlying love. 
Whether you like your 

There’s something about being 
from Boston, at least for me, 
that makes you feel like there’s 
nowhere else to be from. I don’t 
mean it in a pretentious way. 
There’s a pride to it. Going 

to see a Red Sox game or a 
Patriots game is the most 

fun  because you’re 
surrounded by people 
who are  celebrating 

soon as we had kids, 
we felt a pull to be 
closer to our families. 

So here we are. We’re 
East Coast! 

HI-RESHI-RES

Sumpter 
chides her 
date for 

being late.
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“Family is the 
only thing you 
can rely on,” 

says Krasinski 
(with costar 

Anna Kendrick).

John’s 
Family Act

Krasinski tells Us about how he balanced 
acting, directing and fatherhood while 
filming his new dramedy, The Hollars
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