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while flower girls Jordyn-
Grace Duggar, 5, and Ben’s 
sister Faith, 8, sprinkled 
petals. Jessa’s bridesmaids 
— Ben’s sisters Jessica, 17, 
Danielle, 14, and Michelle, 
12, along with three of Jes-
sa’s friends — preceded her 
maid of honor, sister Jinger 
Duggar, 20.

When his bride entered 
on the arm of dad Jim Bob 
Duggar, 49, the groom 
could barely contain his 
emotion. “Ben looked 
 really nervous,” says the 
attendee. “He kept taking 
deep breaths.” But the  
Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
native — the eldest of 
seven children — calmly 

recited his self-written 
vows and symbolized the 
union by pouring two 
vases of sand into one. As 
he slipped the band on 
his bride’s finger, she re-
marked, “It’s so beautiful!”

SWEET RETREAT
As promised, the self-
described “untraditional” 
bride who declared “I’m 
not going to have cake” 
had a treat in store for 
attendees. Guests were 
invited to make sundaes 
with the couple’s favorite 
flavors (mint chip for him; 
chocolate for her) and top-
pings including M&M’s, 
cookies, brownies, cara-
mel and fudge.

Then the two made a 
break for it — in a horse-
drawn carriage — for a few 
weeks alone in a secret lo-
cation. (“No chaperones!” 
Jessa dreamily anticipated 
in a recent interview post-
ed by TLC.) With any luck, 
they may return with good 
news. As Jessa announced 
this summer, “I might have 
more than 19 kids!” 

The couple 
rehearsed at the 

First Baptist 
Church Oct. 31.

Big Day!
Jessa’s

Let them eat . . . ice cream! Duggar ditches 
tradition — and finally gets that first  

kiss — at her wedding to Ben Seewald  
B Y  J A M I E  B LY N N

The honeymoon is not over for Jill and 
Derick Dillard. The spouses of four 
months created a spectacle at her 
younger sister’s reception. Dillard, 
25, “grabbed Jill, dipped her and 
gave her a big kiss,” says a guest. 
“Everyone laughed.” Due March 24 
with her firstborn, the student 
midwife, 23, recently announced 
that she will give birth to a son at 
their Bentonville, Arkansas, home. 
“I’m superexcited it’s a little  
boy,” she gushed October 28.  
“I thought it was a little girl. . . . 
I’m pleasantly surprised!” 

T W O  O F  A  K I N D

Jessa 
bustled 

her dress 
before 

greeting 
guests 

with Ben 
Nov. 1.

It was time to pucker 
up. More than 1,000 
well-wishers gath-
ered inside the First 

Baptist Church of Benton-
ville, Arkansas, November 
1 for the vows of Jessa 
Duggar and Ben Seewald, 
expecting to see the ul-
traconservative couple 
of 13 months kiss for the 
first time. But the minute 
pastor Mike Schadt pro-
nounced them Mr. and 
Mrs., they ducked back-
stage. Explains a guest, 
“They wanted to experi-
ence the special moment 
in private.”

The 19 Kids and Count-
ing stars did oblige the 
crowd — and the TLC 
cameras documenting 
the day — at their recep-
tion. Staffed by volunteers, 
the two-hour party in the 
church parking lot featured 
neither alcohol nor danc-
ing, in accordance with the 
family’s beliefs. But there 
was kissing: At 5:45 p.m., 
the bride, 21, dressed in 

a modest $1,598 Allure 
gown with a tulle skirt and 
embellished cap- sleeve 
bodice, planted one on the 
bow-tie–clad 19-year-old 
real estate trainee. “We 
clapped, laughed and 
shouted, ‘Yay!’” reveals the 
guest, adding that revel-
ers blew bubbles for the 
newlyweds. Though only 
a mere three seconds, the 
peck was sweet for the 
pair, who had adhered to 
strict rules of courtship 
that called for chaperoned 
dates, parents copied on 
texts, no chest-to-chest 
hugging and hand-holding 
only after Seewald slipped 
her a .75-carat sparkler 
August 14.

BLUSHING BRIDE
Organized in less than 
three months, the wedding 
was a true family affair. At 
2 p.m., brother Josh Dug-
gar, 26, ushered guests to 
pews festooned with peach 
and white roses and baby’s 
breath. “The church was 

decorated very 
simply,” notes 
the guest. As the 
hymn “Amazing 
Grace” played, matriarchs 
Guinn Seewald, 40, and 
Michelle Duggar, 48, pro-
ceeded down the aisle to 
family seats dressed with 
white ribbons. And aunt 
Rebecca Seewald sang 
Brandon Heath’s Chris-
tian hit “Love Never Fails” 

The homespun affair included mason-jar 

floral arrangements and a getaway buggy. FR
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With reporting by Gina Honea & Jennifer Peros

Hi res In Hi res In

Here Comes a Son 
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