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G eorge Michael had faith in 
art. As the pop great once 
mused, “I still believe that 
music is one of the greatest 
gifts that God gave to man.” 

And to the world, Michael will al-
ways remain one of those gifts. On 
December 25, Michael, just 53, died 
at his Oxfordshire, England, home. 
His boyfriend of nearly two years, 
Fadi Fawaz, found the “Careless 
Whisper” singer “peacefully in bed,” 
the hairstylist tweeted the next 
day. As celeb pals from Elton John

to Chris Martin sang in tribute, 
fans found comfort in his music 
— streaming of Michael’s hits in-
creased by more than 3,000 percent 
in just one day. Later this month, 
a source says, he will be laid to rest 
next to his mother in London’s 
Highgate Cemetery: “There will be 
a burial for family and close friends, 
and a larger public memorial.”
GIVING BACK Rising to fame as the 
frontman of 1980s duo Wham!, 
Michael discarded his teen-idol 
image for a solo career driven by 
material both introspective and 
sexually charged. Privately, the per-
petually stubbled Grammy winner 
was a dedicated philanthropist. 
After his death, numerous ex-
amples of his generosity came to 

light: He volunteered at a homeless 
shelter, paid $18,000 for a strang-
er’s IVF treatments, contributed 
to a counseling service for young 
adults; and supported the Terrence 
Higgins Trust to help fight AIDS. 
(His first love died in 1993 from an 
AIDS- related brain hemorrhage.) 
BEHIND THE MUSIC Michael him-
self hid his sexuality until he was 
arrested in 1998 for engaging in a 
lewd act with an undercover police-
man in a Beverly Hills restroom. 
(“Why didn’t I just sit down with 
a journalist and say, ‘I’m gay’?” he 
asked Oprah Winfrey in 2004.) 
More troubles followed. After a 
2008 arrest, he admitted to smok-
ing crack cocaine. And in 2015, he 
checked into a Swiss rehab facility. 
More recently, as the manager at 
Michael’s local pub told a U.K. 
paper, the star was a near- recluse, 
looking “self-conscious” in public. 
THE LEGACY Still, he had planned a 
comeback for 2017. In a November 2 
Facebook post, Michael revealed 
he was working on a documentary 
about his career (on Showtime in 
March) and would reissue 1990’s 
Listen Without Prejudice Vol. 1. And 
he hoped to start a family, says an 
insider: “He wanted to adopt or go 
through a surrogate.” Now a ma-
jority of his reported $129 million 
fortune will go to his sisters, says a 
source close to his legal team. His 
music will endure. As Michael once 
said, “I’ve achieved what every artist 
wants, which is that some of their 
work will outlive them.” Farrah Abraham and Lisa 

Vanderpump are related — 
by horse blood. Teen Mom 

OG star Abraham, 25, bought 
7-year-old daughter Sophia’s 
miniature filly, Starburst, from 
the Buda, Texas, breeder who 
produced the Real House-
wife’s steeds, Diamonds 
and Rosé. But the two 
have beef: Though Van-
derpump, 56, once said she 
“wouldn’t know [Abraham] 
if she sat on me,” Abraham 
was escorted out of her 2015 
White Party. “When Lisa knows 
we’re related,” Abraham tells Us, 

GOOD BREEDING
Farrah Abraham’s new pet 
has a reality-TV pedigree

Did Angelina Jolie’s 
heart grow two sizes? 

After spending Thanksgiving 
and his December 18 53rd 
birthday alone, Brad Pitt had a 
gift exchange with kids Mad-
dox, 15, Pax, 13, Zahara, 11, 
Shiloh, 10, and twins Knox and 
Vivienne, 8, over the holidays, 
says a Pitt insider. Jolie, who 
has temporary full custody, 
“made time for them to see 
him,” continues a source close 
to the 41-year-old U.N. special 
envoy. At the meeting, super-
vised by a therapist per their 
custody agreement, Pitt “gave 
the children presents,” says 
the Jolie source, adding that 
Pitt’s parents, Jane and Wil-
liam, were present. “It was 
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“I never minded being 
thought of as a pop 
star,” Michael (with 

Fawaz, right inset, and 
in 2007, below) said in 
2004. “I just wanted 
people to know I was 

absolutely serious 
about pop music.”

The Austin-based 
mom showed off 
“princess” Sophia 
and her Christmas 
gift in Instagram 
posts on Dec. 26.
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Pitt (in London 
Nov. 21) has only 
visited with his 
kids a handful 
of times since 
Jolie’s Sept. 19 
divorce filing.
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