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You’re such a badass 
in the movie! How 
did you make Wonder 
Woman your own?
For me, it was im por tant 
Wonder Woman wouldn’t 
be a Goody Two-shoes. 
She has a little bit of 
 attitude, and when she 
fights, she has a smirk 
on her face. I didn’t want 
her to be polished. I want 
people to relate to her.

Did you have any 
concerns about stepping 
into such an iconic role?
When I got the part, I felt 
— and I still feel this way 

NEW GAL IN TOWN

With reporting by Travis Cronin

S tep aside, boys. Wonder Woman, played by Israeli Gal Gadot, is 
here to save the day. In superhero movies, “there are so many strong 
male characters, but we need more female ones,” admits the actress, 
who stars in Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (out now). 
“I’m happy to be the one to start a trend.” Defending Gotham and 

Metropolis alongside Batman (Ben Affleck) and Superman (Henry Cavill) 
is just the beginning. Come 2017, Gadot, 30, will lace up the iconic bustier 
once again in her stand-alone flick. The mom of Alma, 4 (with real estate 
developer husband Yaron Varsano), tells Us how she found her strength.

— that I’m the luckiest girl 
alive. And I know people 
care so much about her. 
I understood the responsi-
bility to tell her story as a 
strong woman in the most 
interesting way.

Was your training 
grueling?
I served for three years in 
the Israeli Defense Forces 
as a combat  trainer, so 
that was similar to what 
I went through for the 
movie. They were both 
superintensive and super-
demanding. I trained five 
times a week, doing a lot 
of gym work, weights and 
martial arts. I was taught 
to fight with a sword and 
shield and to ride horses.

Have you managed to 
maintain those muscles?
Yes! I’m actually shooting 
Wonder Woman now, so I 
need to keep up the look. 
I feel really strong. I look 
back at photos of me from 
five years ago and I think 
I was too skinny. It just 
wasn’t cool at all.

What was your 
daughter’s reaction to 
you in your getup?
The first time she saw me 
in it, I had a tiara on. She 
thought I was a queen, 
which means she’s a prin-
cess! My husband and I 
had to explain to her for a 
whole week that we were 
playing pretend!

And how was it working 
opposite Ben?
Great! I find it very enjoy-
able to work with an actor 
who is also a director. 
There’s an added value to 
it. He knew how to push 
my buttons to get more 
out of me as an actress.

It’s an intense film. 
Was the cast able to 
lighten up off camera?
At the end of the day, we 
were shooting an epic 
movie — but we were in 
costume. So we could take 
ourselves only so seriously. 
I remember stepping on 
set and joking to Henry 
and Ben, “Just another day 
at the office, huh?” 

Batman’s
Super Advice

Leave it to a former Batman to plot a 
rescue plan. Before Ben Affleck, 43 

(right), put on his mask and cape for the 
film, he consulted predecessor Christian 
Bale, star of the 2005–12 Dark Knight 
trilogy. “I ran into him at 
a  costume shop when we 
were both  buying cos-
tumes for our kids, and 
we talked,” the dad of 
three (with ex  Jennifer 
Garner, 43) recalls to Us. 
“He told me, ‘Make sure 
the suit has a zipper!’”
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Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice actress 
Gal Gadot tells Us how she got her powers

BY JAMIE BLYNN

MEET
WonderWoman!

 how she got her powers
BY JAMIE BLYNN
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Gadot says 
the 2017 film 
will show a 

“pure, idealist” 
Wonder Woman.

“I love what she stands for,” Gadot tells Us. “Truth, justice, equality.”
For me, it was im por tant 
Wonder Woman wouldn’t 

FLASHBACK TO 1975

“It’s important we’ve 
brought her back,” Gadot 
says of the hero, played 
by Lynda Carter in the 

1970s TV series (above).
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