
    BOOKS   

“If you want to 
see the writers 
of tomorrow,” 
Colfer (in NYC 

July 12) tells Us, 
“take a look at 
fan fiction.” 

   MOVIES   

Colfer draws from experience to pen an 
unforgettable adventure for YA readers

CHRIS TACKLES FAME 
AND FRIENDSHIP

I
nspiration struck 
Chris Colfer on the 
Glee set. “I thought, 
this world I’m in is 
too good not to 

write about,” author of 10 
books tells Us. He created 
the witty, coming-of-age 
novel Stranger Than Fan
fiction (out February 28), in 
which 22-year-old TV star 
Cash accepts an offer to 
travel cross-country with 
four die-hard fans. The 
teens, however, soon realize 
their idol is not worthy of 
adoration. The California 
native, 27, dating actor Will 
 Sherrod, shares more.
Q: Did you model Cash on a 
young Chris Colfer?
All five characters represent 
something challenging I 
went through: growing up 

the sibling of someone 
with special needs, being a 
creative person in a serious 
world, body-image issues 
and the struggle of being 
a gay teen. I tried to write 
something for everyone.
Q: How did you map out 
the teens’ journey?
I went on a road trip with 
my boyfriend from L.A. to 
New Mexico. I’m 
the worst person 
in the car because I 
have to pee every 
15 minutes! 
Q: Read fan fiction 
about yourself? 
I’ve never gone look-
ing, but people send 
me links. Once I saw a 
story about me giving 
birth to kittens, I tried 
to stay away. JAMIE BLYNN

me links. Once I saw a 
story about me giving 
birth to kittens, I tried 
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paranoid because he’s an 
outsider or does he need to 
get out while he’s still alive? 
The answers come from Key 
& Peele wit Jordan Peele, 
who writes and directs a 
remarkably inventive horror 
film that also stands alone 
as a blistering social com-
mentary. Indeed, only a 
master satirist like Peele 
could squeeze a hearty 
laugh out of Whitford’s line 
about voting for Barack 
Obama three times. Don’t 
try crafting this hybrid at 
home, kids! MARA REINSTEIN

OPENS FRIDAY 2/24

 Get Out

From the second that Chris 
(Daniel Kaluuya) walks into 
a sprawling lake house with 
his new girlfriend (Allison 
Williams), he feels out of 
sorts. Sure, her parents 
(Catherine Keener, Bradley 
Whitford) are perfectly 
hospitable. But they’re odd-
ly fixated on his race — and 
they employ two African 
American servants, both of 
whom behave like zonked-
out zombies. Is Chris just 

Kaluuya (left, with 
Williams) meets 

his love’s folks for 
the first time.
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